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This morning I am going to be introducing the book of 2 Thessalonians to 

you for our March Scripture Challenge. My goal is to give you an overview 

of 2 Thessalonians and along the way help you see some essential truths that 

you would do well to meditate on this month.  

 

I encourage you to take advantage of the resources we have provided for you 

on 2 Thessalonians (audio on CD and website; booklets; kids projects). 

We’ve provided these tools to make the 2Thess. challenge more accessible to 

you; even when you are on the go (listen in car; carry in pocket). Let me 

offer some suggestions: 

� Listening is good! Yet reading allows you to get to know your own 

Bible. Use these resources but don’t allow them to replace your 

Bible. 

� Our girls listening to audio as they go to sleep has led to informal 

memorization of the Word. Lying down with Levi at night and 

listening together provides discipleship as he asks questions about 

what things mean. 

So I encourage you to find creative ways to make the scripture challenge 

(and Seek God for the City) a part of your family life.  

 

Why 2 Thessalonians?  

 

Initially I chose 2 Thess. for March because our original goal was to begin 

broadcasting this month, and 2 Thess. 3:1 captures what our broadcast 

ministry is about: We want the Word of the Lord to spread rapidly and be 

glorified. “Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will 

spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;” (2 Thess. 3:1) 

 

Broadcast Purpose: To take the blessing of God’s word to our community 

through clear, gospel-centered, Bible teaching. We believe God’s Word to be 

the essential means through which the Holy Spirit brings people to saving 

faith and transforms lives to godly living. 

 

Paul wrote this letter of 2
nd

 Thessalonians for 3 reasons:  

1. To console those who are growing discouraged and disillusioned 

under the affliction of persecution (chapter 1). 

2. To correct their doctrine regarding the Day of the Lord (chapter 2). 

3. To command them to live disciplined lives as they await Christ’s 

return (chapter 3). 

 

Let me take you on a guided tour throughout 2 Thessalonians: 

 

1. Consolation for the discouraged (2 Thess. 1) 

 

Paul begins in vs. 3 by commending these believers for their growing 

faith and their growing love for one another. “We ought always to 

give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your 

faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one 

another grows ever greater; 
4
 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly 

of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in 

the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure”  

(vs. 3-4). The Thessalonian church was a model for other churches 

when it came to proving the genuineness of their faith under the 

pressure of persecution as well as their growing love for one another.  

 

For Paul, this was proof that their faith was genuine. They were 

willing to stand up under persecution for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

Their focal point was not self-centered survival but sacrificial love 

for God and each other.  

 

Paul encourages these suffering believers in 3 ways: 

 

a. Their suffering is not without purpose. “This is a plain indication 

of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered 

worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are 

suffering.” (vs. 5) 

 

I want you to notice here that their suffering is not outside of God’s 

sovereign plan. God is using the affliction of their persecutors to 

prove the genuineness of their faith and bring them to maturity. God 



is making them fit for the kingdom of God. Jesus opened up the 

kingdom to us through His suffering. Acts 14:22 says that “through 

many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”  

 

This is why Paul speaks of God’s “righteous judgment” (vs. 5). On 

the one hand, God is allowing believers to suffer for Christ so that 

they may also share in His glory (Rom 8:17); On the other hand, God 

is bringing their persecutors to judgment even through their 

affliction.   

 

b. Justice will be served to their persecutors. “For after all it is 

only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,   
7
 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well 

when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels in flaming fire, 
8
 dealing out retribution to those 

who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus. 
9
 These will pay the penalty of eternal 

destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of His power,” (vs. 6-9) 

 

It’s extremely hard to suffer at the hands of unjust men. But we 

don’t need to worry about ultimate justice because God will see 

to it that it is served.  

 

Yet, there is grave, sobering, devastating reality here for the 

those who reject Christ. I personally never use “hell” as a 

superlative. To speak lightly of hell is to fail to grasp the weight 

of eternity and the holiness of God. The thought of hell should 

make us shudder.  

 

According to vs. 8, those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus—that is, who do not repent of their sin and by faith take 

hold of Jesus as Savior and King of their life—do not know God. 

And those who do not know Him because they have rejected His 

Son, will be assigned an eternity of eternal destruction, cut off 

from the God of life.  

 

God will be glorified through every life. Because He is merciful, 

He is glorified in the rescue of sinners; and because He is holy, 

He is glorified in the judgment of sinners. How will God be 

glorified in your life? The answer to that question is revealed by 

your obedience or rebellion to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

c. The day of God’s deliverance and vindication is coming as 

promised.  “When He comes to be glorified in His saints on that 

day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for 

our testimony to you was believed.” (vs. 10) 

 

Paul bolsters their hope that Christ will return, and when He does 

God will be glorified in them and they will stand in Awe of Him. 

They will be delivered from the affliction of this world (vs. 7) 

permanently and completely; and they will receive their ultimate 

reward—what cause for rejoicing in hope, even in the midst of 

suffering!  

 

2. Correction for right doctrine (2 Thess. 2) (vs. 1-10) 
 
1
 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 
2
 that you not 

be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a 

spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day 

of the Lord has come. 
3
Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will 

not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness 

is revealed, the son of destruction, 
4
 who opposes and exalts himself 

above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his 

seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 
5
 Do you 

not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these 

things? 
6
 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time 

he will be revealed. 
7
 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 

work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of 

the way. 
8
 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will 

slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the 

appearance of His coming; 
9
 that is, the one whose coming is in 

accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false 

wonders, 
10

 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who 

perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be 

saved.” (2 Thess. 2:1-10) 



Let me offer you a general summary of chapter 2. A false teaching 

had been circulating at Thessalonica that the Day of the Lord had 

already come upon them. The Day of the Lord refers to the 2
nd

 

coming of Christ when He will establish His sovereign rule, final 

victory, and final judgment of sinners.
1
 

 

Because someone with perceived authority was spreading this idea 

that the Day of the Lord had come, it was causing distress among the 

believers. (vs. 1-2) 

 

But Paul wants to correct their thinking by clarifying that it is not yet 

time for the Day of the Lord. There will first be an apostacy (or a 

falling away from the truth) in conjunction with the man of 

lawlessness. This man of lawlessness is the antichrist who will be an 

utterly rebellious and blasphemous instrument of Satan to bring an 

intense deception that will leave many in ruin and destruction. (3-10) 

 

Yet Paul encourages the Thessalonians to not lose heart. None of this 

is outside of God’s sovereign plan and dominion. In 2:8, Paul 

reassures us that when Christ returns, He will slay the lawless one 

with the breath of His mouth, utterly destroying him.  

 

Now let’s turn our attention to some extremely important insight that 

Paul gives us into those that fall prey to the antichrist (vs. 10b-12): 

“because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 

For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that 

they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged 

who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”  

 

There are two extremely important phrases contrasted here: 

� vs. 10: “the love of the truth” 

� vs. 12: “took pleasure in wickedness” 

 

                                                           
1
 Holman Bible Dictionary, p. 344.  

It’s essential for you to realize that the difference between those who 

will be deceived and those who will be saved is not merely 

knowledge of the truth of the gospel. It is the affections of the heart 

that ultimately determine if the truth of the gospel has taken root in 

one’s life. If you have truly been born again, there will be a love for 

Jesus and His Word—He will have the affections of your heart and 

you will be able to say, “my life is Christ!” But if the affections of 

your heart are not captured by Jesus and you are still seeking 

pleasure in sinful pursuits, I would urge you to carefully consider 

whether the state of your heart confirms true saving faith in Christ.  

 

Those who know and recognize the truth of the gospel but do not 

embrace its truth out of love, God will hand over to the full extent of 

their unbelief to receive the judgment of rejecting His Son.  

 

But this is not Paul’s concern for the Thessalonians. “But we should 

always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 

because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation 

through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 
14

 It was for 

this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. (2:13-14) 

 

Paul is greatly encouraged by what he sees in the Thessalonians. 

Their faith in the truth (which has been tested and proven—chapter 

1) is evidence that God has indeed chosen them and done a saving 

work in them through the Holy Spirit (vs 13). According to 1 Thess. 

1:4 and following, Paul was convinced that God had chosen these 

believers because of their response to the Word of God—they 

received it with joy even in the midst of tribulation.  

 

Keep in mind here that we are talking about two things 

simultaneously: right doctrine and love of the truth. Don’t just listen 

to fine sounding arguments. Don’t just read faddish Christian books 

and listen to Christian radio and TV to form what you believe. Make 

sure your beliefs come from a careful and personal study of God’s 

Word. 

 



3. Command for disciplined living (2 Thess. 3) 

 

Apparently, because of the false teaching that the Day of the Lord 

had come, some members of the church had given up their daily, 

personal responsibilities. Instead of working, they were being lazy 

and had become a burden on others in the church who were 

struggling to survive under persecution.  

 

Paul’s exhortation in chapter 3 can basically be summarized this 

way: As you wait for the Lord’s return, live a disciplined life 

according to the scriptures. “Now we command you, brethren, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every 

brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition 

which you received from us. 
7
 For you yourselves know how you 

ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an 

undisciplined manner among you,” (vs. 6-7) 
 

Note: “tradition” in 2:15 & 3:6 refer to apostolic teaching—

scripture).  

 

But before Paul goes on to address some very practical behavior, He 

issues a prayer request in 3:1-3: “Finally, brethren, pray for us that 

the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it 

did also with you; 
2
and that we will be rescued from perverse and 

evil men; for not all have faith. 
3
But the Lord is faithful, and He will 

strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” This is where we will 

conclude our study. 

 

Paul pleads with them in 3:1 to pray that “the Word of the Lord will 

spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you.”  

 

It’s not hard to understand that Paul wanted the word to spread 

rapidly. He wants the gospel to advance efficiently sweeping 

many into the kingdom of God.  

 

But what does it mean for the Word of God to be glorified? Well 

it means that as it is proclaimed it will be received, believed with 

joy, obeyed, and honored.  

 

Furthermore, Paul wants this progress to look like it did in 

Thessalonica. So what does Paul means when he says, “just as it 

did also with you.”  

 

The answer is found in 1
st
 Thessalonians where Paul details how they they 

were impacted by the gospel:  

 

a. The Word came (1Thess. 1:5): In power, in the Holy Spirit, and 

with full conviction. The Spirit and the Word always go 

together.  

 

b. The Word was received:  

 

� 1Thess. 1:6: “In much tribulation with the joy of 

the Holy Spirit.”  

 

� I Thess. 2:13: “we constantly thank God that when 

you received the Word of God which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the Word of men, 

but for what it really is, the word of God which also 

performs its work in you.”  

 

c. The Word was broadcasted beyond (1Thess.1:8): “The Word of 

the Lord has sounded forth from you…in every place your 

faith toward God has gone forth.” The Thessalonians not only 

received the word of God, they themselves shared it with others 

everywhere they went. 

 

d. The Word transformed their lives (1Thess.1:9-10): “you turned 

to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for 

His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is 

Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.” 

 



Prayer: Father, we pray that the Word of the Lord would spread rapidly and be 

glorified just as it did among the Thessalonians. Cause your word to come to us with 

the full conviction of the Spirit’s power so that it may be joyfully received for what it 

truly is, the word of God which performs its work in us. I pray that as we receive and 

internalize Your word, that it would take hold of the affections of our hearts so 

completely that we would forsake all idols to serve You, the true and living God. And 

as You bring about this ongoing transformation in our hearts, may the gospel sound 

forth from us to all who must hear and be saved.  

 

Communion:  

 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, it is an opportunity for us to 

renew the affections of our heart before God.  

� We remember what we deserve for our sin: the retribution of eternal 

destruction, banned from the presence of the Lord and His glory.  

� Greater still, we remember what Christ has done for us: drinking the 

Father’s full cup of judgment and wrath for our sin, so that we might 

gain the glory of our Lord Jesus.  

 

The affections of our heart, our love for Christ, are dulled by sin. That’s 

because sin hardens the heart. But when we turn to God in repentance and 

rejoice again in the mercy of the cross, we are renewed in our love and 

communion with Christ.  

 

There are only two things that might keep you from the Lord’s table today. 

The first is if you don’t know God because you have not obeyed the gospel 

of our Lord Jesus. Until you turn in repentance from your independent life of 

sin to entrust your life and soul to Jesus, the wrath of God looms over you.  

 

John 3:36: He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not 

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

 

Yet today we set the gospel before you: Christ died in payment for your sin. 

To believe on Him with your heart credits your sin to His death and His 

righteousness to your life; and the justice of God is satisfied. Believe on 

Him; take hold of Him with the affections of your heart.  

 

The second thing that might keep you from the Lord’s table is knowing Him 

and yet having your life polluted by unconfessed sin. Yet, 1 John 1:9 says, 

that if we confess our sin He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

So really there is no reason to not come. Every provision has been made 

through Christ. And yet we must judge ourselves rightly. We must not regard 

Christ’s sacrifice lightly. 1 Corinthians 11 reminds us that those who regard 

the Lord’s sacrifice in an unworthy manner are liable to His discipline. So 

turn to Jesus: Repent, believe, confess, and rejoice!  

 

Bread: Hebrews 3:12 

Turn to Jesus; His body was broken to crush the power of sin and cancel its 

penalty 

Cup: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 


